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FOUNDING MEMBERS 

The foundation meetings of Garnduwa took place in 1991 at Broome Camp School and also 
Kooljaman (near One Arm Point), which were attended by over 40 community representatives from 
around the Kimberley as well as representatives from the key stakeholder government and quasi 
government agencies. 

The meetings gave rise to the formation and incorporation of Garnduwa in 1992 as a living breathing 
community representative body that represents the interests of Kimberley indigenous people in 
sport and recreational activities. At those meetings 20 of the attending community representatives 
were nominated and accepted as the inaugural members of the organisation and assisted in the 
planning and establishment of Garnduwa. 

Those founding members were: 

Alan Tangwei  PCYC Broome 

Albert Bundamurra  Kalumburu 

Benny Victor  Beagle Bay 

Keith Nenowat  Mowanjum 

Louie Dolby  Fitzroy Crossing 

Richard Thomas  Warmun 

Terry Mungal  Bidyadanga 

David ‘Tubby’ Francis One Arm Point 

Brendon Chaquebor  Djarindjin 

Dianna Williams  Kalumburu 

Raymond Davey Looma  

Laurie Shaw  Bayulu  

Gregory Billycan  Bidyadanga  

Mal Mason  Broome Youth Centre  

Robert McKay  Billiluna  

Lionel Gordon  Billiluna  

Darren Skinner  Looma   

Eddie McHugh  One Arm Point  

Kerry Smiler  Bayulu  

Wayne Wiggan (deceased) One Arm Point  
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PAST CHAIRS 

Since the inception of Garnduwa there have only been five Chairpeople with the current 
Chairperson, Marmingee Hand, holding the position since 1997. The people who have held the 
position of chair since 1992 are: 

 1992 – David Francis 

“Tubby” as he was affectionately known was our first ‘political animal’. He was the one who pushed 
for the need for Indigenous people themselves to dictate to Government what their needs were. He 
was our philosopher and it’s his writing that is on the paper that has set us on our way. 

1993 – Dianna Williams 

 

Dianna presided over Garnduwa in 1993. She is a wonderful role model for everyone. Her kindness 
and her ability to bring people together made her a wonderful chairperson who enabled the 
organization to start growing to what it has become today. 

1994 – Marion Dolby 

 

In 1994 Marmingee Hand was elected Chairperson at a meeting in Derby but had to resign shortly 
after her recent employment at Garnduwa. Marion was elected to fill the position. She chaired the 
organisation leading up to the Neeringun National Sport and Recreation Conference in Broome but 
could not seek re-election due to her heavy work commitments. 
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1995 to 1996 – Lindsay Greatorex 

 

Lindsay was elected to take over Marion’s role in 1995-1996. Lindsay was a policeman in Halls Creek 
at the time. Lindsay presided over a time of expansion and consolidation of Garnduwa programs. His 
dynamic style inspired all to create bigger and better programs for Indigenous youth. His 
contributions to sport and recreation at a later date whilst working with the police in Balgo only 
enhanced his reputation as a ‘doer’. 

1997 to date – Marmingee Hand 

 

Marmingee has been the chairperson of Garnduwa since 1997 and her work in this role was 
recognised in 2002 when she was awarded the National Indigenous Administrator of the Year. 
Originally Marmingee was an employee of Garnduwa following her secondment from TAFE as our 
first training officer in the early 1990s when she assisted training over 20 Community Recreation 
Officers across the Kimberley. Marmingee also set up and ran the first two Garnduwa Festivals in 
Fitzroy Crossing in 1992 and 1993, worked with Looma Community to stage the Festival there in 
1994 and has had an active, hands on role at the Festival every year since then. 

Marmingee was a champion athlete in her own right excelling at basketball and netball before 
moving into a successful coaching career in both sports at a local and regional level. She has been a 
leader and role model for all young Kimberley Indigenous Women with her strong involvement in 
Garnduwa’s girls’ leadership programs and athletics development programs. Her support for the 
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football in the Kimberley has been just as extensive as she was the chairperson and board member 
of the CKFL for many years and a member on the Kimberley Football Association Executive. 
Marmingee has been the champion of ensuring the Indigenous Cultural aspect of Garnduwa is 
always an integral part of what they do.  

Marmingee speaks three languages, has two teaching degrees, and has been a school teacher or 
TAFE trainer for over 20 years. 

 

HALL OF FAME 

The Garnduwa Hall of Fame was established in 2012 at the 20th year celebrations of the 
organisation. It was established to recognise the “on the ground” contributions made to Garnduwa 
by committee members, employees and volunteers, who have demonstrated an outstanding active 
involvement with the organisation for a period of no less than 10 years. 

To be eligible for induction into the Hall of Fame a candidate must already be recognised as a 
“Garnduwa Hero” in either a Service or Voluntary capacity. 

Induction into the Hall of Fame is made by the Garnduwa Executive Committee and candidates are 
not considered solely on their ability, games involved or events participated in. Consideration is also 
given to the character, integrity and level of sportsmanship displayed by the candidate. 

Induction to the Hall of Fame is made at the Garnduwa Festival. 

In 2012, there were eight inaugural inductees to the Hall of Fame. They were Marmingee Hand, 
Teddy Birch, Eric Wade, Brendon Chaquebor, Trish MacKay, Chaz Garnett, Trevor Menmuir, and 
Geoff Davis. 

 

 


