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Garnduwa’s involvement in athletics primarily consists of supporting schools in the Kimberley, 

particularly those situated in remote communities. 

Where required and practical, we facilitate community coach training and development. We also 

assist schools and other community groups to access resources and any specialised information that 

they need to ensure athletics continues to grow. 

FACTION CARNIVALS 

Faction carnivals (Intra School) are organised by schools showcasing student talent in a variety of 

track and field and novelty events. Faction carnivals are about encouraging all students to 

participate. Garnduwa assists with Faction Carnivals by attending and helping with roles that are 

required during the day. An example is; being the starter or finishing line marshals for races and field 

event marshals. 

From each school faction carnival athletes are selected to represent their school at the inter-school 

carnivals and compete in their age group against other schools in their region. 

INTERSCHOOL CARNIVALS 

Interschool carnivals are organised as a friendly competition between schools to encourage 

sportsmanship and showcase the athlete’s skills and talent. Athletes compete in a variety of track 

and field events based on their performance at their Intra School Faction Carnivals. Garnduwa assists 

with Interschool Athletics Carnivals by attending and helping with roles that are required during the 

day. 

From 1997 to 2010 Garnduwa hosted the Kimberley Regional Athletics Championships in either Halls 

Creek or Fitzroy Crossing which involved the participation of all major secondary schools in the 

Kimberley. In 2011, the event was staged in two halves with the East Kimberley schools competing in 

Kununurra and the West Kimberley schools in Broome. This division led to a number of the smaller 

schools beginning to participate in the carnival, particularly those from the desert and the Dampier 

Peninsula. 

In the Kimberley the Secondary Interschool Carnivals offer an opportunity to discover athletes who 

meet State and National Qualifying standards which aids schools in the selection process of 
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identifying athletes to represent their region and school at the West Australian State All Schools 

Athletics Championships. 

The main events held during the inter school competitions include the track events of races of 100m, 

200m, 400m and 800m and the field events of the high jump, long jump, triple jump, javelin, discus 

and shot put. 

STATE ALL SCHOOL CARNIVALS 

The West Australian State All Schools Championships are organised by WA Athletics and held in 

Perth every year during November. Athletes can nominate themselves for any event. 

This new experience of regular training and competing on a proper track, instead of dirt or grass, is a 

huge step for our Kimberley kids. Over the years there have been a number of athletes perform 

exceptionally well bringing home medals, breaking their personal bests and several have been 

selected to represent the State team to compete at the National Athletic Championships. 

NATIONAL CHAMPIONSHIPS 

The National Athletic Championships are held in early December and showcase the athletic talents 

of our elite athletes across the country. For our Kimberley athletes who are selected to represent 

the Western Australian team, this is a huge step up the ladder in developing themselves as a 

professional athlete. Wyndham’s Mark Morgan became the first Kimberley athlete to be selected as 

captain of the state team participating at the Nationals. 

Many of our Kimberley athletes who are selected to compete at this event have never competed at 

this level before, so it can be quite overwhelming for some but also a great experience that opens up 

the doors to many more great opportunities. With the fun and excitement of competing at this level, 

there also comes hard work and commitment. Athletes have to be determined to train regularly, eat 

nutritious food and be fit and healthy to continue to compete at a high level. 

 

 

 


